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ABSTRACT

iter, she ‘
Joss. As a wriler, s ;
rriage and n bonding. Moregy,
axes of love, marri man-woma
e P "owl.:l?lr :%':1;75 perspective of, aml/)'l;oi_ ,/'fa yal of women by Jaishree :
jon wil lial themes and [ M,
her preoccupation with familial t

{ e in the 1 modernism restricts ;
1y rominent place 1" C00  hat pos: <8 i
the conflict between tradition and modernify /,l‘"'l‘z ”5/07 me of the ,my,Z- I“/‘-Sliﬁ'/h he situation of women w, -
: i sty L) hes of marital Jif
RN I’;Zmues. jage undpfamily. The present ;‘:‘:3; e themselves Sfrom the clutc, of 1
1 like marri i
patriarchal constructs

7 weals how they
caught up in the institution of marriage and rev
and enjoy their legitimafe freedont.

man society. It i

s the central feature of all forms of.hu g mestt)l,tu:

ge '15 of all human relationships. Marriage i .'_f‘-
:Tld fades with suspicion and non communication. It

. curse. Lack of
_ X 1 thing more than a of

e is trust and understanding, or G e ed 2 ble?ns in marital life. In Indjs
i lfthc're in a relationship causes innumerable pro -
understanding In a

sa a)S as

man-ied l.oman s respec ed more than a spinster, she has to struggle agamS_t many social ¢ _ Is
: , i o i ili rranged marriage 1S a custom whe re
na m, ale“dom'naled society In South Indian families a g g I
i 1 2

palen 0 U

to failure in marital life.

The institution of marria
the deepest as well as the most co.mp
blooms with love and understanding,

Jaishree Misra begins her debut novel, Ancient Promises with.a firm ;tatement “ My
marriage ended today” (3). In the novel Misra explores t'he suff.enngs 'an ag(t)ny .
eighteen year old girl Janu, a malayali, born and brought. up in Pelhl who is caught up i ,’“'
web of marriage with its stringent laws that govern her life. Feeling suffocated, she begins to
battle for her legitimate space and freedom in the society.

Misra paints her protagonist in the broad canvas of marriage and family. She';k
a single woman’s predicament due to patriarchal attitudes of the old belief syst
tradition, and custom, which are still prevalent in various parts of our country. Janu
by her filial ties into marriage. She is compelled to sacrifice her teenage love for fl
her family. Like all mothers, Janu’s mother too wants her daughter to be married
family. She is a typical woman who follows the customs of the Hindu traditic
Janu, “The reputations of families were carried on the shoulders of their d:
Thus, it clearly shows how women are responsible for keeping the family
‘Conditioning’ plays a vital role in patriarchal socie r
are conditioned by patriarchy and various social taboos. Fo
matters more and they teach their daughters to en o
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because Suresh fails to provide Janu an ’

. y physical, ;
merely shuttling between the office and the v ':‘:::h‘:' emotional support. He hi 4
discussed and “h.cm women are not expected 1o be present. Tbrou‘;hhc;c m lers ae
explores the patriarchal system that is prevailing in rich "’di‘iona,. ;"Cs‘h_s family, Misra
women are educated, but they are not expected to go for jobs. M . amm;:dThe maraar
i ey by the man

if they are in need.

Janu fccl5 totally alvlcnated and lonely in this environment. She is muted in her in-
ouse and is not allowed to express herself. Though silenced, she tries her best to be i

books of every member in the family. She accepts the betrayal of her in-laws Thli:
shows the pathetic condition of a married woman, who has to endure the pain of her marna]
because of the society and circumstances. Later Janu delves into a self examination to
w and why her marriage failed. Even after a year, Janu feels that she does not belong
but she never gives up her hope of reconstructing her marriage that is on
hat motherhood will change her unfavourable condition in marital life,

Jaw 'sh
[h;‘ Q\‘C‘d

life
probe, ho
to a maraar family,

the rocks. She thinks t
but it too fails. She gives birth to a challenged baby.

ife seems to be dark. She is unable to accept the state of her child. Like 2
ian woman, she thinks that she might have done some wrong deeds in her previous
ows her as a punishment. Later Janu plans to get away from the
lla, Janu is a figure of abandonment and abuse who is in search of
her natural worth is totally denied to her. Marriage tumns out to be
ights to individuality, independence and self realization. She has

Now Janu’s |
typical Ind
birth, so that karma foll
marital bond. Like Cindre
self-worth. The real self or

a trap which negates Janu’s T
to pretend and act out the role of a happy woman.

Marriage also plays an essential component of womanhood, but unfortunately it
1 the life of some women, dominate them and destroy them emotionally
her liberty under the institution of marriage. The
archal society makes a woman a helpless creature, a R
deprived soul, unaware of her own existence, her own desires. By this indifference, ~|—‘
should not feel powerless, she has to rise up and try to lead an independent life. Janu uses
education as a tool not only for escapism, but also to get freedom. She has to make attempts
to escape from oppression by living in solitude, so she decides to go to England | I
higher studies, where she can also take care of Riya in a better way. Through ed
can emerge as a new woman with the new self. o

becomes a weapon |
and psychologically. She also loses
traditional concept of marriage in patri

Janu decides to com
divorce gives relief from pair
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Women in India mostly

feel likelg (',d"\‘.
“(qtd. in Sinha)- 3

lf)rlceud themselves from mythology and orthodoxy.
ath, who says, “Being born a woman is my awful tragedy.
ry Indian society and womer
put also religion, state, lay
oms, which suppress hei
cation becomes a ven
Jucation and has ¢
development in he

the contempora

Violence against women is on the rise in
y of the family.

are more and more victimized by sexism, not onl
fmd media. So today, women have to battle against the cust
fndepcndcnce, Women need confidence and courage t0 face life. EAu
important tool to empower woman. Every woman should get proper e
empower herself. Women empowerment is the vital tool for advancing
country.

rojections of technology, finance ang
ibility with men for national prog ot
n, reject or devalue woman, ag
tim of marriage

e forayed into all the p
an take an equal respons
s and tradition, which demea
d. Woman should realize, she is not the vic v
face the challenges of life. Today every woman shoy

who have made transformative changes in society
indisputable fact that the real power of Womer

Today, women hav
industry to prove that they ¢
Socially, all outdated custom
human being should be abolishe
She should be bold enough to

nize the achievement of other women
rment. It is an

recog
to support women’s empowe
should emanate from their homes.
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